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E.O. 11652: NA 
TAGS: EAID, NG 
SUBJECT: US-NIGER TALKS 

REF: STATE 023832 

WE SEE PROPOSED PERIODIC TALKS BETWEEN US AND GON 
AS IMPORTANT STEP IN GENERAL PLANNING OF OUR OVERALL 
DEVELOPMENT EFFORT IN THIS COUNTRY INCLUDING BOTH 
AID AND PC PROGRAMS. WOULD THEREFORE URGE THAT PC 
DIRECTOR EKSTROM PARTICIPATE IN DISCUSSION ON PC 
PROGRAM FOR NIGER. FROM OURPOINT OF VIEW THIS 
WOULD ENHANCE STATUS OF PC DIRECTOR NIGERUND CONTRIBUTE 
TO SUBSTANCE OF TALKS. IF TIMINGAPPROPRIATE, HOPE 
EKSTROM'S SUCCESSOR COULD ALSO PARTICIPATE. THIS 
WOULD BE EXCELLENT INTRODUCTION TO PC PROGRAM NIGER 
AND TO COUNTERPARTS HE WILL BE WORKING WITH HERE. HECK 
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